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Description 

This course will examine the global regime governing the international regulation of commercial 

shipping. It will examine the relationship between the legal framework established in the 1982 UN 

Convention on the Law of the Sea and the work of the International Maritime Organization (IMO), the 

UN specialized agency responsible for the safety and security of international shipping and the 

prevention of pollution from ships. The course will focus on selected global conventions administered 

by the IMO, including those governing safety of life at sea (SOLAS), the prevention of pollution from 

ships (MARPOL) and the training, certification and watchkeeping for seafarers (STCW). It will also 

examine the liability and compensation schemes that have been developed for pollution damage 

caused by the carriage of oil and noxious substances by ships, as well as the conventions designed to 

ensure that States undertake contingency planning in order to combat spills of oil and other noxious 

and hazardous substances in their waters. In addition, the course will examine the schemes that have 

been developed to enhance the security of ships and ports in light of the threat of maritime terrorism. It 

will also examine the role of the IMO in the prevention of pollution of the marine environment from 

dumping waste at sea and from seabed activities subject to national jurisdiction. One of the themes of 

the course will be to consider how the IMO is responding to increased concern about the protection and 

preservation of the marine environment, including threats such as invasive species and climate change. 

Another theme will be to consider how the responsibility to enforce IMO Conventions is divided between 

flag States, coastal States, port States and the IMO. This course will be useful to persons who intend 

to practice shipping law or work in the private or public maritime sector. 

Synopsis 

International Regulation of Shipping is an applied course in public international law. First, it examines 

the legal framework governing jurisdiction over ships in the 1982 UN Convention on the Law of the Sea 

(UNCLOS) and its relationship to the conventions and work of the International Maritime Organization 

(IMO), the UN specialized agency responsible for regulation of international shipping.  Second, it 

examines the processes whereby the IMO and other international institutions establish universally-

accepted international rules and regulations governing merchant ships engaged in international 

shipping. Third, it examines the processes, procedures and mechanisms designed to ensure that flag 

States and port States effectively fulfil their international obligations so that international shipping, which 

carries more that 90% of the world’s trade, is safe and secure and does not pollute the marine 

environment. 

 

The international regulation of shipping is of great importance to Singapore. Singapore is major port 

State and transhipment hub, with about 1000 vessels in port every day. Singapore is the top bunkering 

(refueling) port in the world. Singapore is also a major flag State, as the Singapore ship registry is 



among the top ten in the world. Singapore is an active member of the IMO, and has been elected as a 

member of its Council every year since 1993. Singapore is also a strong proponent of the rules-based 

legal order established in the 1982 UNCLOS, which guarantees passage rights for ships through the 

choke points in sea lanes of communication through Southeast Asia. Consequently, this course should 

be of interest to persons who intend to work in the maritime sector in Singapore or elsewhere. 

Schedule 

The Tentative Schedule of topics is as follows. It is subject to change. 
1. International Shipping: Stakeholders & History of Regulation, International Maritime 

Organization (IMO) 

2. 1982 UNCLOS & Regulation of Ships 
3. IMO Conventions on Safety of Navigation: COLREG. SOLAS, STCW 

4. IMO Conventions on Ship-Source Pollution: MARPOL 
5. Implementation and Enforcement of IMO Conventions 

6. Regulation of Shipping in Sea Lanes in SE Asia 

One Week Recess 
7. ILO, IMO & FAO: Seafarers and Fishers 

8. Oil & Noxious Substances: OPRC, OPRC HNS, Liability & Compensation Schemes 
9. IMO & Ship-Source Pollution: Anti-Fouling, Ballast Water and Air Pollution 

10. Piracy & other international crimes at sea 

11. Maritime Security after 2001: ISPS Code, PSI, 2005 SUA, etc. 
12. Emerging Issues: Autonomous Vessels / Climate Change / COVID-19 

Learning Outcomes 

1. To provide students with an understanding of the dynamic processes by which international 

commercial shipping is regulated by the conventions and instruments of the International 

Maritime Organization (IMO) and other international organisations, including the mechanisms 

that have been created to ensure that States comply with the regulations, procedures and 

practices set out in the international instruments. 

2. To provide students with an understanding of how the international regulation of shipping fits 

within the general framework established for governance of the oceans that is set out in the 

1982 United Nations Convention on the Law of the Sea. 

3. To provide students with an understanding of how the international regulations governing 

shipping balance the interests of flag States, port States, coastal States and ship-owners, as 

well as the general interest of the international community in protecting and preserving the 

marine environment. 

4. To examine how the international laws and regulations are evolving to meet new challenges 

and developments such as the threat of international terrorism, the development of autonomous 



ships, the effects climate change, increased concern about the marine environment, and the 

prospect of the Arctic opening to international navigation. 

Assessment 

The Mode of Assessment for all students is as follows.  

Class Participation  25% 

Class Presentation 25% 

Research Paper 50%  

 
Class Participation (continuing assessment). 
25% of the grade in the course for anyone taking the course for credit will be determined by 

class performance.  Students will be assessed for their overall contributions (quantity and 

quality) to the class discussions. In addition, class performance grades will be reduced for any 

students who are late for classes without a legitimate excuse, who fail to attend classes without 

a legitimate excuse, or who are not prepared for discussions. Any student with more than four 

unexcused absences from classes will receive a D-- (40 marks) for the 25% class performance. 
 
Class Presentation and Research Paper 
All students are required to choose a research topic of their own choice and to (1) do a 

presentation on (Class Presentation) and (2) a 5000 word research paper (including footnotes) 

on that same research topic (Research Paper).  

 

1. Selection of Research Topic: Students can select any research topic related to the 

international regulation of shipping but must get the convenor’s approval on the 

research topic by the end of Week 6 (before the one week recess). The convenor is 

happy to discuss options with you to help you refine your research topic.  

 

2. Class Presentations (25 %): Class presentations on the research topic will be 

scheduled in the last four weeks of term (Weeks 8 – 12). Class presentations should 

be at minimum 10 minutes and no more than 15 minutes. Students should be prepared 

to answer questions on the presentations.  

 

3. Research Paper (50 %): Research Papers are due on 19 April 2022 (Tuesday). 

Research Papers should be no more than 5000 words (inclusive of footnotes) and 

should follow the allocated style guidelines (which will be given later).  

  

 

 

 



Teaching Modes 

1. Topics. There will be 12 sessions of 3 hours each week. We will cover a separate topic in 

each class. 

2. Schedule of Topics. A tentative schedule of topics in listed in the Schedule. 

3. Files for Conventions and Background Materials. The test of the most important 

conventions and instruments and some other background documents will be uploaded into 

a File entitled Background Materials. 

4. File for each Topic. A File will be created for each topic. The readings for that topic will 
be uploaded into the File. A Lesson Plan listing the readings for each topic as well as study 

questions and discussion questions will be uploaded into the same folder. Discussion 

Problems will be issued for some topics. 

5. Required Readings. There is no required textbook. Most of the required readings for each 

topic will be will uploaded into the File for that topic at least one week in advance. No 

additional readings will be expected or required. However, supplementary readings will be 

uploaded for some topics for those who wish to examine the topic in more depth. Most of 

the IMO Conventions and other IMO documents which will be required reading will be 

uploaded into a separate File, as will the UN Convention on the Law of the Sea. 

6. Mode of Teaching. Each class will be an interactive discussion class. All students in the 

class are expected to read the materials and to participate in the discussion. The 

discussion in class will be pitched at a level which assumes that everyone in the class has 

read the materials and thought about the issues for discussion. Students who have not 

done the readings will find it extremely difficult to follow the discussion. 

7. Class attendance. Attendance in class is considered compulsory. Every student is 

expected to attend every class and to be prepared for every class. If for you are not able 

to attend a particular a class because of extenuating circumstances, you are expected to 

notify me in advance via email and give reasons for your absence.  

8. Links to Web sites. The most important web sites dealing with international regulation of 

shipping will be listed in the File on Background Reading. Some websites may be 

recommended for supplementary reading on particular topics. 
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